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While thousands of men
fought overseas, the battle to
survive and make it through
each day continued on here at
home, too.

Many women worked,
cared for children single-hand-
edly and prayed each day that
their husbands, fiancés or
boyfriends would make it home
safely. Men who chose not to
enlist farmed or worked in
wartime industries.

Wartime industries
The Department of

Munitions and Supply was
formed in 1940 with a mandate
to maximize wartime produc-
tion. Not only did the
Department rigidly control the
use of raw materials, but it also
shifted industries’ focus from
producing civilian goods to
producing goods for the mili-
tary. Similarly, in 1941, the
National War Labour Board
was formed for the purpose of
stabilizing wages; its aim was
to control production costs.

Canadian industries pro-
duced billions of dollars' worth
of goods annually, spurring the
rapid expansion of many sec-
ondary industries—primarily
those related to defence and
transportation. The steel indus-
try, for example, modernized
and expanded considerably
during the Second World War,
opening new mines across the
country. The conversion of

existing industrial enterprises
and the rapid addition of new
facilities meant that, at times,
quality control suffered.
Canadian military equipment,
vehicles, and accoutrements
were initially deemed inferior
to those produced in the United
States, which boasted a much
larger and more experienced
military industrial complex.

Women at home
As the Second World War

progressed, women shouldered
an ever-larger burden of
responsibilities. They contin-
ued to fulfill what most thought
of as their appointed domestic
roles and responsibilities, and
many of them continued to
work in traditional occupations
such as teaching, nursing and
bookkeeping. As more and
more men left jobs, businesses
and farms for the fighting over-
seas, women found themselves
stepping into a host of new
environments and situations
previously dominated by men.
Women took over the operation
of farms and businesses and
went to work in factories, tack-
ling physically demanding
work.

Isobel Carter and Tina
Jorden, both residents of
Innisfail, were new brides dur-
ing the Second World War.

“My husband, Harvey,
joined in 1939 and I didn’t see
him again until 1945,” recalled
Isobel. “It was like being total
strangers again when he came
back.”

When Harvey left to join the
war effort, Isobel was left to
care for the couple’s first child,
Wayne, who was just six
months old at the time.

“I raised him by myself,”
she recalled, adding that they
had their second son, Jim, two
years after Harvey returned.

Isobel said Harvey being
away for so many years wasn’t
good. Although he did write let-
ters home, she said they had to
get to know each other all over
again.

“He was with his buddies
for six years, so it took time to
get adjusted again,” she said.

While Harvey was overseas,
Isobel moved in with her in-
laws and worked at a dry goods
store in town. She continued to
work at the post office after he
returned.

Isobel joined the Legion
Ladies in 1959, and has been a
member ever since. Both she
and Tina had a lot of friends
that had husbands who joined

the war effort, and Isobel said
they would get together a few
times a month during the war.

“Quite a few husbands from
this community went,” Isobel
recalled.

Tina said her husband, Ron,
came to Canada from England
in 1925 and the fall of France
during the Second World War
was “pretty scary.”

“He went out and enlisted
the next day,” Tina said.

Ron served in the army for
about seven or eight months,
but in the end an irregular heart-
beat and a weak heart forced
him home. But with so many
men away fighting, Ron took
teaching jobs to help cover the
shortage.

“I think there was an uneasy
feeling in the country during
the war,” Tina said. “We didn’t
know when it was going to
end.”

Isobel said there was a mail-
man that delivered news and
telegrams from the war.

“Every day I prayed he
wouldn’t stop at my door,
because I knew what that
meant,” Isobel said.

Both women agreed that life
during the war was not easy,
between rationed foods, work-
ing harder to help support the
war effort and the uneasy feel-
ing at not knowing when the
war would end.

Although neither Tina nor
Isobel enlisted, in 1942 women
began serving in the military.

That year, the Canadian mil-
itary established women's divi-
sions within the Army, Navy
and Air Force. These were the
Canadian Women's Army
Corps (CWAC), the Women's
Royal Canadian Naval Service
(WRCNS) and the Royal
Canadian Air Force Women's
Division (RCAFWD), respec-
tively. This action was under-
taken to free up male members
of the services for combat roles
and to appease a growing
demand from women that they

be allowed to serve. Women
had previously served the mili-
tary, but they did so as members
of the Red Cross and were lim-
ited to nursing roles.

Some expressed concern
that women’s continued
involvement in the military and
other non-traditional occupa-
tions would threaten traditional
family values. This would lead
to the breakdown of marriages
and family structure and a rise
in childhood delinquency.
Following the war, women
were forced to relinquish their
newfound roles, responsibili-
ties, and positions to accommo-
date the tens of thousands of
men who expected to return to
their jobs and the traditional
role of the family breadwinner.

The Canadian military dis-
banded the women’s Army,
Navy, and Air Force divisions
in 1946. The CWAC was
reconstituted in 1948 and oper-
ated until 1964; Navy and Air
Force women’s divisions were
re-established in 1951, and both
remained in place until the uni-
fication of the three branches of
the military in 1968. Following
unification and a four-year hia-
tus, women were once again
permitted to serve in the land
forces (Army). Since that time,
women have progressed
through the ranks and, com-
mencing in the mid to late
1980s, they have been permit-
ted to serve in front line and
combat roles.

Harvey made it to Corporal
status with the Calgary
Highlanders squadron and
passed away in 1984. Ron was
a private during his time in the
military and passed away in
2005. Isobel, now 93, and Tina,
now 94, both continue to live in
Innisfail.
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5026-49th Street, Box 6259
Innisfail, Alberta  T4G 1S9
Phone: (403) 227-3550 
Fax: (403) 227-1052
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Lest we
forget.

Innisfail
Home Hardware

403-227-3303
Store hours: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.; 

Sat. 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Sun. 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

You'll like us for more than just our tires...

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

5139-50 Street, Innisfail 403-227-3161
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Lest We
Forget

Water Hauling

403-224-3478 
Bowden

Kinsella DrillingInnisfail 
Auction Mart

Innisfail • 403-227-3166

What we have
now is because 
of what they 

gave then

Our heads are bowed
for all those who paid
the ultimate price and
never returned home
to their loved ones.

Complete Catering 
& Innisfail Legion Snack Bar

403-227-4140 • 403-391-6635

Lest We Forget

In honour 
of those 

who made 
the supreme

sacrifice.

Innisfail Bowling 
Lanes Ltd.

403-227-5342 • 5039 - 50 St., Innisfail

We recognize the
contributions 
they made for 
our freedom.

Innisfail Small Engine 
& Equipment Repairs

5124-49 Ave., Innisfail

403-227-1640

We salute those who have served

403-227-3376

November 11

TOWN OF
INNISFAIL

Remembering war time contributions at home
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RECALLING TOUGH TIMES - Tina Jorden, left, and Isobel Carter sit together in
Jorden's room at Autumn Glen Lodge recently, recalling stories about what life was like
for the wife of a soldier.


